Sample Data Table Format
This is a sample, formal data table to include in a research report.  Depending on the project, a modified table or multiple tables may be needed.  If this format doesn’t seem to work for a particular project, then use common sense and do not let the mechanics of the data table get in the way.  The main point is that data should be presented in a clear and logical format.

1Table 1: The effect of ramp height on the distance a toy car travels.2
	
Independent Variable3
	Dependent Variable4
	Derived Quantity5

	Ramp Height7

(cm)10
	Distance (cm)10
Trials8
	Average9

 (cm)10

	
	1
	2
	3
	

	2
	
	

	4
	
	

	6
	
	

	8
	
	


1. Tables should be numbered.
2. The title should clearly state the purpose of the investigation in terms of the IV & DV.

3. Independent variable should always be in the left hand column,

4. Dependent variable is to the right of the independent variable & will usually be subdivided into trials or samples.

5. Derived quantity refers to any calculation of measured data, density, e.g., or averages.

6. These gray colored labels are not necessary and may be included or omitted in students’ tables. 

7. Levels of the independent variable are almost always ordered from smallest to largest.  You need at least 3 levels of the independent variable to even begin talking about a trend in the data.

8. Or samples, depending on the project.  A minimum number for most projects will be 3.  If results are inconsistent, more trials may be needed to establish confidence.

9. These are usually the quantities that will be graphed to show trends.

10. Units are defined in the column headings and thus are not needed within the columns.
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